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1. Officials of DAA (Deutscher Aussenhandel), the -{ficial Bast Geman apency 
for forcigm trade, held discussions with some ‘Jost German manufacturers" 
representatives during December 1950. Strenger (fnu), the chief of Import- 
Abteilung 6, the DXIA section responsible for the purchasing of machinery for 
Eastern Germany, is reported to have remarked that three large presses were 
required for the Derlin-Nabelsberg railway repair shops. He stated that 
DAIWA was also in the market for presses for Eisenhtittenkombinat Ost. at Ftir- 
stenberg ao d. Oder and for Disenhtitten'rombinat Vest at Calbe aoc. Saale. 


2. K®hn (fnu), deputy chief of the DAA section responsible for purchasing heavy 
equipment for the cntire Soviet bloc, is reported to have declared in mid- 
December 1950 that DAIIA was attempting to procure some heavy presses for 
Commnist China. The chief of the Chinese trade delcgation, an electrical. 
engincer who at one time worked for a Siemens affiliate in China and who 
speaks perfect German, amplified Kéhn's remarks by statinc that presses 
weighing 1,200 tons and more were on the Chinese procurement apenda, 


30 The chief ci’ the DATA section for shipbuilding and ship repair, Engert (nv) ? 
stated that Eastern Germany was in the marlet for stationary anc: floating 
loading machincry, with the emphasis on the latter type. Engert remaried that 
much of the East Corman ship repair work was farmed out to the USSR, Sméden, 
and The Netherlands, These services wore carricd out on a barter basis. 
Tolland, for instance, had recently arranred to take from 50,000 to 60,000 
guiden worth ov textales, glacsware, and Meisren porcelain in exchanre for 
ship repair work. 


. It is reported that DANA will shortly assume the duty of handling all machinery 
purchases for the Cominform states, including Communist China but excluding 
Russia,e This mcasure is calculated, first of all, te prevent vesterm observers 
fron determining the ultimate destination of the purehased coods, ALL the 
machiuery will flow into Tastern Ge-nany first and will not be distributed 
anong the interested customers until it is safely behind the Iron Curtain, 
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Another reason behind the move is the principle that one strong purchaser is 
in a better -osition to strike sharp bargains than ten small ones, Turther- 
more, since the Last German railways are under direct Soviet contrel, the 
‘tusclans can keep a close check on all traffic in machinery and at the sane 
tine make a profit on freight feos, 


Finally, the DATA purchasing arents are considered more experienced and less 
corruptible than their opposite numbers the other satellite states, ‘The 
section chiefs of the DATTA organization are fr. quently well-knowm experts 

in their ficlds, Dr. Thomann, the director of DATA, for instance, was formerly 
& bureau chief in the Nagi Ministry of eapons and Munitions, Hanfler (fnu), 
the chief of the Maciing Division of DANA, was at one time head of the Heavy 
Machinery Section of Fekaidt % Coo, Hamburz and at the sano tine chairman 

of the Manburg Machinery Procurement and Salvage Commission (aschinonausk#mm 
konmission Hauvurc), a Nasi wartine aroney. 
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